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REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS

COMMUNITY GARDEN IN THE DISTRICT OF NORTH VANCOUVER

The District of North Vancouver seeks applications from community groups to construct, operate and manage a food producing community garden on a site proposed by the applicant and deemed suitable by the District. 

In making available a site for a community garden, the District aims to support and enable urban agriculture; assist residents in growing their own food; increase food security; create vibrant public spaces; and promote community engagement, social inclusion and capacity building. Use of the garden must primarily be for food growing purposes. Priority access to garden spaces will be given to District residents. Please refer to the attached Operational and Voluntary Design Guidelines for requirements regarding fencing, size of garden plots, design, etc. 
Eligible applicants: (1) A registered non-profit organization; or (2) A group sponsored by an existing registered non-profit organization.

A one-time seed grant of up to $15,000 is available for the start-up period to assist with the identified responsibilities. Significant volunteer contribution is expected. Responsibilities of the successful applicant will include:

1. On-going communication and collaboration with District staff on all aspects of the project, including location, size of the site and number of plots; 

2. Identifying a proposed location for the garden and engaging in preliminary discussions with the local community association and neighbouring residents to gauge public support.  Depending on the level of community support, alternate locations may need to be considered; 

3. Developing the overall design for the community garden;

4. Participating in a public process to assess community support for the proposed community garden location; 

5. Construction, on-going management and upkeep of the garden within District-specified design parameters; 

6. Identifying potential gardeners through a public engagement process;

7. Maintaining a waiting list for future gardeners with preference given to DNV residents;

8. Engaging volunteers;

9. Compliance with the District’s Community Gardens Operational Guidelines and License to Occupy Agreement;

10. Maintaining a “Winter Garden” in common areas of the garden to maintain attractiveness of the site year round;

11. Providing a portion of the garden to grow food for donation to providers of free or low cost meals.

To express interest, please send a maximum 3-page description outlining the following:

· A description of your organization including demonstrated experience constructing community gardens and implementing successful community development processes;

· Demonstrated ability to work with volunteers;

· Overall project plan including a timeline for building garden membership, construction, planting, and on-going maintenance; 

· Proposed annual operating budget;

· Financial plan that includes suggestions for potential funding opportunities and / or in kind support to manage the garden on an on-going basis;

· Proof of registration as a non-profit organization;

· References

Deadline: Friday, February 26, 2010 @ 4:00

Submit application to:

Cristina Rucci, Social Planner

District of North Vancouver

355 West Queens Road, North Vancouver, BC, V7N 4N5

Telephone: (604) 990-2274 / Fax: (604) 984-8664   

Email: crucci@dnv.org
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